
Hi guys, 
Since I got my TomTom XL I have always been keen to hide 
the ridiculous amount of wire that comes with it, especially if 
you have the Traffic receiver, whose window suckers are really 
rubbish. 
 
The car is a 2002 Audi A4 2.5 Tdi Avant Left Hand Drive, NO 
CD Changer in the glove box. 
 
So here I am, rainy day outside and some spare hours. Got 
myself into the car and found a way to install an extra 12V 
socket in the glove box, hide the Traffic receiver inside the 
ceiling cover and wired it all in. 
Here is how I did it, hopefully will be of help to anybody 
annoyed by cables running around the dashboard! 
Apologies for the bad quality of the pictures, but my phone's 
2Mp camera is really useless... 
 
What you'll need: 
- 30mm diameter 12V socket (I bought mine from my local 

Maplin for £4.79 or so).  
- Cordless drill with Circular Hole Saw attachment Diameter 
30mm-32mm. 
- N.8 tubular hex key (to remove glove box holding bolts) 
- Electrical tape 
- 2m red/black electrical wire (2mm thick is 
enough) 
- 2 metal connector pins similar to the one in the 
photo:  
- Small flat and Phillips screwdrivers 
- Long pliers 
- A bit of patience... 
 



The result:  
Good, isn’t it? 
 

1. Ok, first thing is remove the glove box. (If you need 
detailed info about how to do this, search the forum, 
there’s plenty instructions to do it.) To do so open it and 
locate the three bolts on the top edge: they are inside 
some round holes. Undo and remove them, keep aside. 
Remove the remaining two bolts located at the bottom 
edge of the glove box to the right and left. 

 
2. Hold the glove box with your hands: it should now be 

completely loose (I hope you have emptied it, it's 
lighter). Let it come down low into the passenger's foot 
well and reaching above to the back disconnect the beige 
glove box light connector. Now the whole glove box is 
free to be removed. 

 
3. The whole depth of the 12V socket is less than 50mm so 

I found it perfect 
for being drilled on 
the top left corner 
of the glove box (or 
right corner if your 
car is Right Hand 
Drive), right beside 
the Passenger 
Airbag Switch is 
generally fitted 
mine has not such a 
thing, as in the 
picture here:  

 
 



4. By using a 32mm Circular Hole Saw attachment for your 
drill, proceed to drilling from the outside and create a 
nice and tidy hole through which you can slot the 12V 
Socket in. Secure it in place with whatever comes in the 
box with it (couple of little screws, or just the ring that 
screws to the back making a sandwich against the glove 
box wall. 
Don't connect the wires yet and move to the next step. 

 
5. Remove the hex bolt that holds in place the side of the 

central console in the foot well. It is hidden behind an 
oval cover easily identifiable. 

 
6. Remove the ashtray and with your fingers pull the front 

edge of the gearshift trim up, gently does it. If you need, 
pull gently the leather sleeve of the gear stick too. When 
it comes off pull it all the way up above the gear knob so 
it's out the way. Look inside and remove the colored 
sponge located between the gear stick and the central 
console towards the handbrake. 

 
7. Now remove the plastic cover under the handbrake. To 

do so, first pull the handbrake up fully, then using your 
fingers push the cover backwards until you can slide a 
small flat screwdriver in the front top edge as shown in 
the photo below: 

 
 

8. Feed the wire from here to the gear stick and from the 
right side of it push it down against the side of the 
console so that it pops out from underneath the central 
console bottom lip. You might need to try a few times 
until it works, don't despair! 



 
9. Pull the wires back and up so that they get to where the 

12V socket will sit once the glove box is back in place. 
 
10. Now locate the connector for the cigarette lighter and 

carefully remove the metal clip that keeps it in place, see 
clip's photo below:  

 
11. Disconnect the wires and work on the half that goes to 

the cigarette lighter. Remove the brown and the red 
connectors. This is a bit tricky but it worked for me by 
pushing them back with a pair of long pliers. 

 
12. Now the wiring: connect the new RED wire to the RED 

(+) existing wire and the new striped Black/Red wire to 
the BROWN (-) audi wire. 

 

13. Push the 4 of them back into the plastic connector 
making sue you have the RED in the middle! 

 
 

Restraining 
Clip – Remove 
Carefully!! 

Don’t drop it 
or you’ll have 
to remove the 
whole central 
console… 



14. Reconnect the two parts of the connector and check that 
the original cigarette lighter works and lights up when 
you turn the car's lights on. 

15. Reposition the retaining clip! 
 

16. Now work on the Glove box and connect the Black/Red 
striped wire to the (-) negative pin on the back of the 
NEW 12V socket and the RED wire to the (+) positive 
pin. 

17. Re assemble everything making sure no cables get 
trapped or pinched. 
 

18. You are done!! Congratulations. 
 

 
Since my satnav sits just below the internal mirror I have 
left outside just enough cable to reach it and charge the 
battery when needed.  
There is a pre-cut rectangular hole in the top of the glove 
box through which you can feed the USB charger for the 
TomTom and get it to emerge from the top corner of the 
glove box when needed.  

I tend to store it away by pushing the wire between the 
wood trim facia and the glovebox casing itself (yellow 
arrows).  
It is pretty neat. 
Enjoy and let me know if you have any trouble! 

 
Ciao! 

SatNav Charge 
cable comes out 
from here so I can 
close the glove 
box. When not in 
use simply push it 
below the wood 
fascia. (Yours 
might be metal) 


